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The story of Vayati is not only beautiful for its moral
but is also historically important We have already
seen that the lunar Aryans were still beyond the Indus
Again the intermixture of the two castes, Brahmins and
Kshatnyas, was then a common thing Thirdly, Yayati
had five sons by name Yadu, JTurvasu, Druhyu, Puru
and Anu, the last two by Sharmishtha From Yadu
sprang tl^e Yaclavas, from Turvasu the Yavanas, from
Druhyu the Bhojas, from Puru the Paurvas, latterly
known as the Bharatas, and from Anu the Mlcnchha
peoples Yayati is thus represented as the piogentor
of many clans, three of which, the Yadavas, the Bhojas
and the Pauravas, entered India, while the fourth, the
YavanaSj went towards the west It is possible that
there is an interchange of names in this enumeiation and
the Yavanas should perhaps have been represented as the
descendants of Anu which corresponds most m sound
with Ion while the Mlenchha people should have been
spoken of as the descendants of Turvasu, a name which
so\mds like the Turan of the Persians and the Turks
of modern history The mythological stoiy of the
transference of old age may be thus simplifiScl
"historically Yayati probably, though advanced in age,
did not share the royal power with his giown up sons by
Devayani, who may be believed to have inherited her
rashness They wanted him to resign that power and
finding the old man still in vigour and still obstinate
rebelled aghast him They \\ ere thus expelled by Yayati?
who was supported in this action by his son Puru
Eventually Puiu succeeded to the chief-ship of the
clan by his filial conduct